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The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUB needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 














Prayer After Dark 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


HRIST most merciful, hear our 
prayer 
For those in peril on land and sea, 


' And in the labyrinths of the air 


Where we can never be. 


Not only, Lord, for life and limb, 
But for the fortress of the soul; 
That no confusion ever dim 
Thy face, Thy hand at the control. 


They are so eager,’and so brave; 
They gave their happy youth away; 

Death rides the airways and the wave, — 
Oh, reach them first, we pray! 


Not in the zero hour alone, 
But while their breath comes warm 
and free 
In the “All Clear” after the storm 
Their gallant hearts have need of Thee. 


And we have need, who wait at home. 
O Father, hear our trusting prayer, — 

Thy will be done, Thy kingdom come 
Here, there, and everywhere. 


Babel and Basic English 


When will the confusion of Babel be 
overcome? Amazing claims are being 
made for Basic English, composed of 
850 words. In an intensely interesting 
article entitled “Debabelization,” by C. 
K. Ogden, in the monthly, pocket-size 
magazine called Britain, one learns that 


“English is now the natural language, 
or the language of government, of more 
than 650,000,000 persons,” that the 850 
words of Basic English will do the work 
of 20,000. “One great step forward would 
be news every hour of the day and night, 
in a simple common language, from one 
or other of -24 stations working with a 
common purpose through Basic. Five 
minutes would be enough — five minutes 
every hour, on the hour —to give every- 
one the feeling that he was part of a 
Great Society which was slowly pulling 
itself together.” It is further suggested 
that there should be a Basic Library of 
General Knowledge, covering the sci- 
ences in 1,000 divisions; a Basic Parallel 
Library of 1,000 books giving the Basic 
form of the works of great writers of 
the present and past, and on the oppo- 
site page the words of the writer him- 
self; that international talking pictures 
be made in Basic; that business letters be 
written in Basic, with the 850 words 
printed on the reverse side of the sheet; 
and that there should be a “strong 
‘Anglo-American Directorate,’ formed by 
the two governments to take control of 
its future expansion.” Mr. Ogden does 
not urge that anyone give up his mother 
tongue, but that he learn Basic English 
besides. But here is the most startling 


a 


On Being a 


RE is such a thing as being a 

good hater, though we rightly think 
of Christian character as being es- 
sentially dominated by love. “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God ... and thy 
neighbour...” (Luke 1:27). “God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwell- 
eth in God” (1 John 4:16). Yet Chris- 
tian character takes in Christian hatred 
as well as Christian love. There is a 
right, a healthy, a holy hatred. It is 


_the hatred of truth for falsehood, of 


justice for injustice, of purity for im- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“He which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it un- 


til the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 
1:6b). 























proposal of all: “The only suggestion 
the International Committee would be 
wise to put forward is: ‘Here is a pos- 
sible way out of your troubles—to 
Peace, Trade, and Knowledge; by joining 
us you will be helping to make every- 
one happier and less limited in outlook. 
The facts are before you, but the de- 
cision will have to be yours. If we all 
take the chance now offered, the future 
may be better than the past, in so far 
as a common language has the power to 
make it so.’” This is comparable to the 
claims made for so many plans for im- 
provement. But most of them ignore the 
need for a change of heart. The Apostle 
James asked, “From whence come wars 
and fightings among you? come they not 
hence, even of your lusts that war in 
your members?” He devoted most of 
his third chapter to the evils of uncon- 
trolled talk, saying, “The tongue is a 
fire, a world of iniquity ... the tongue 
can no man tame.” It does not take 
even 850 words to cause a lot of trouble! 
Basic English may have a great ‘devel- 
opment, but it is doubtful whether there 


will ever be a universal language until, 


the Lord returns. And it is certain that 
there will not be world-wide peace, 
prosperity, and happiness until He sets 
up His righteous Kingdom. 


Good Hater 


purity, of kindness for cruelty, of holi- 
ness for unholiness. 

Our Lord commends such hatred. In 
a letter from the ascended Christ to the 
church at Ephesus we read, “But this 
thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of 
the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate” 
(Rev. 2:6). This church had been 
founded by the Apostle Paul, and be- 
came a strong, healthy church. With 
the passing years, however, its first love 
had cooled, and in this letter the church 
is rebuked for that (v. 4). But the let- 
ter has a word of encouragement. The 
Ephesians are to be praised for one 
thing. They hate the deeds of the Nico- 
laitanes, which Fhrist also hated. 

The Nicolaitanes seem to have been 
a sect teaching that Christian freedom 
put the believer above and beyond all 
moral law. They taught and practiced 
a false freedom, a freedom of the flesh. 
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They conceived of Christian freedom 
not as freedom from sin, but as freedom 
to sin! But the Ephesians, despite the 
cooling of their first love for Christ, 
were possessed of a strong moral repul- 
sion against the evil deeds of the Nico- 
laitanes. They hated them with a hatred 
that partook of Christ’s own indignation 
against such things. And for this they 
are commended. A wholesome hatred 
is desirable, indeed, in a sinful world 
is essential to a Christian character. 

If we would live in fellowship with 
a holy God, we must share His hatred 
of all unholy things, — things, not peo- 
ple. For it is the works of the Nico- 
laitanes not the people themselves, 
Christ says He hates. God so loved the 
world, sinful though it was, hateful as 
was its sin, that He gave His Son for 
man’s salvation. We, too, may and should 
be compassionate toward sinners; yearn- 
ing with a deep love for their salvation, 
striving to that end, yet at the same 
time abhorring their evil ways. 

Our age has often been guilty of un- 
holy tolerance. Too many people are 
lenient with evil because they have 
not enough zeal for God and righteous- 
ness to withstand it. We pride ourselves 
on our tolerance, on our broadminded- 
ness, but all the time we are of the sort 
pilloried in Carlyle’s withering words, 
“None of your heaven-and-hell-amalga- 
mation societies for me!” To loathe 
wrong, and to loathe it with no respect 
of persons is a Christian thing. To feel 
moral disgust at evil whether it be in 
rich or poor, lowly or exalted, is essen- 
tial to Christian character. Not that we 
shall be undiscriminating, making no 
allowances for ignorance, environment, 
and such things, but that we shall, as 
Christians, recoil from all. that is dis- 
honorable and unjust, all that. is un- 
chaste, cunning, or cruel. Without such 
hatred we are no lovers of God. 

An ex-chancellor of a university, now 
in his eighties, has told of a scar left 
on his boyhood memories of a certain 
preacher. The preacher was a4 young 
man when the chancellor was a boy. 
The boy admired the tall athletic young 
preacher until one day when his favor- 
able impressions received’ an ugly 
wound. 

In a meeting a simple-minded, illiter- 
ate, but earnest young woman had given 
a faltering testimony to her love for 
Christ. Innocently she used an expres- 
sion in her faltering utterance that could 
be twisted by a foul mind into a humor- 
ous vulgarity. The young preacher sup- 
plied the foul mind, and the boy heard 
him after the meeting making unclean 
humor of the simple girl’s words, and 
sacrilegiously bringing into his remarks 
the name of our Lord. 

“I was inexpressibly shocked,” testifies 
the one who recalls it, “and from then 
on there has been a scar on my memory 
concerning this man who, minister 
though he was, carried from a religious 
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meeting a mouth slobbering with un- 
cleanness.” ' 

Why was: the lad so shocked?) Why 
was his memory of that man ever after- 
ward scarred? Because the boy had 
what the preacher seemed to lack, a 
healthy and holy hatred of tainted talk. 
“I thank God,” he says looking back in 
his old age, “that my early training gave 
me a profound abhorrence for unclean 
humor, and a profound reverence for the 
person of Jesus Christ.” 

“A profound abhorrence for unclean 
humor.” Dr. J. H. Jowett said: “There 
are some things that ought to be as 
repellent to us as unsound meat. We 
ought to be saved from them by the 
very strength of our disgust.” Such 
moral repulsion should be ours toward 
all indecency, all vileness, all that is 
tainted and corrupt. 

But not only the tainted and impure, 
but the false, the deceitful; and the cun- 
ning should repel the Christian. Hit- 
lerism has awakened the moral indigna- 
tion of all lovers of honor by its utter 
disregard for pacts and promises, and by 
its falsity and deceit and cunning. When 
Churchill speaks over the air of “the 
wicked Nazis,” his scornful indignation 
voices what all who cherish honor feel 
in the face of the trickery and deceit 
the Nazis have displayed. 

But falsity and deceit are not the sins 
of Nazism alone. Too often we are 
guilty of such things, in business, in 
politics; among high and low in differ- 
ent forms, these things pollute men and 
society. But it is the part of a Chris- 
tian to hate all cunning and fraud. 

Again, the cruel, the brutal, and all 
that causes needless sufferjng will be 
hated by the lovers of God. Here are 


(Continued on ‘page 557) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Variations in Bible Names 


I have a minor question which you 
might like to answer. Your “Notes on 
Open Letters,” and answers to inquiries 
regarding the Scriptures are always help- 
ful 


In 1 Chronicles 1:3 the Enoch of Genesis 
5 is spelled Henoch in the King James 
Version. In 1 Chronicles 2:7, the Achan 
of Joshua 7:1 is spelled Achar, both in the 
Revised and King James Versions. One 
wonders how this dissimilarity in spell- 
ing should be permitted by the Holy 
Spirit. Perhaps several spellings of names 
were allowable in Hebrew writing. I 
understand that the réason for varying 
readings of names in Old and New Tes- 
taments. is due to the Hebrew and Greek 
variations in form of names. Thus the 
Isaiah of the Old Testament becomes 
Esaias in Matthew 3:3. Some other ex- 
planation must be found when Enoch be- 
comes Henoch, Achan becomes Achar, all 
in the Old Testament languages. 

I am just a layman, and have never 
studied Hebrew or Greek. If one who 


* has studied these languages can explain 


the apparent discrepancy in spelling, it 
would be helpful to one, for example, who 
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had been contemplating our Lord’s state- 
ment about not one jot or tittle shall pass 
from the law till all be fulfilled. We 
like to feel that any errors in our English 
texts are due to human mistakes in copy- 
ing. I suppose we all know who is meant 
by the context, in these above cited cases 
of variant spellings. Does the discrepancy 
in spelling exist in the older Hebrew 
manuscripts as well as in our English 
translations?—A Michigan reader. 

All authorities agree that Achan and 
Achar are simply two different forms 
of the same name. —The “Hebrew and 
English Lexicon of the Old Testament” 
by the great Hebrew scholar, William 
Gesenius, of the University of Halle- 
Witteniberg (1786-1842) defines both 
forms of the name as_ meaning 
“troubler.” “The International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia” comments: “The 
stem akhan is not used in Hebrew ex- 
cept in this name, The stem akhar has 
sufficient use to define it. It denotes 
trouble of the most serious kind— 
Jacob’s trouble when his sons. had 
brought him into blood feud with hfs 
Canaanite neighbors, or Jephthah’s trou- 
ble when his vow required him to sac- 
rifice his daughter (Gen. 34:30; Judges 
11:35). In Proverbs (11:17, 29; 15:6, 27) 
the word is used with intensity to de- 
scribe the results of~cruelty, disloyalty, 
greed, wickedness. The record espe- 
cially speaks of Achan’s conduct as the 
troubling of Israel (1 Chron. 2:7; Josh. 
6:18; 7:24).” With these agree, in sub- 
stance, the Davis Bible Dictionary, 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, and the 
Companion Bible. 

Most commentators have little to say 
about the difference in form between 
Enoch and Henoch, simply giving the 
two spellings as applying to the same 
man. 

At least four things may be said con- 
cerning these variations in the spelling 
of Old Testament names: 

(1) Such cases as those cited by the 
Michigan reader do not present any 
serious difficulty as to the identity of 
the person indicated. . 

(2) Even we ourselves spell the same 
proper names differently, as Elisabeth, 
Elizabeth; Ann, Anne. In Webster’s dic- 
tionary there are a great many words 
which have two spellings, one prefer- 
red, and the other less common. 

(3) Some of these variations may be 
accounted for by the difficulty of trans- 
literation of proper names from one for- 
eign language into another. Transla- 
tors find the same difficulty in working 
with some modern languages. 

(4) God is the author of the Scrip- 
tures, having inspired and guided the 
human writers by His Holy Spirit. “For 
the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will-of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). Though we.maz 
not discover His reasons for the slight 
changes, evidently He saw fjt to use 
minor variations of the same names.at 
different times. 
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The Far-Reaching Influence of the 


Harvard-Yenching Institute 
What is the effect of its contributions to Christian colleges in China? 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Tare as so often elsewhere, it 
started with Mr. Moody. He went 
to Yale to preach and the Chris- 
tian impulses resulting embodied them- 
selves in Yale-in-China. This was fol- 
lowed by the opening of similar 
missionary extensions of their institu- 
tions by the University of Pennsylvania, 
Oberlin, and Princeton. 

At Harvard Mr. Moody made little 
impression, as little as Paul upon the 
Stoics and Epicureans of Athens. Prof. 
F. G. Peabody described him as “a drum- 
mer selling religion,” and expressed his 
amazement that such a man could attract 
cultivated persons like Henry Drum- 
mond and Dr. Grenfell. Later, in 1909, 
Harvard students tried to start their 
mission in China. It got nowhere, even 
though the glee club and the banjo club 
gave concerts to help its finances. Then 
the University bestirred itself and put 
its prestige and power behind a school 
of medicine in Peking. Theodore Roose- 
velt, James Stillmann of the National 
City Bank, Charles Francis Adams, a 
constellation of professors in medicine, 
as Drs. Cannon, Councilman, Cabot, 
Rosenau, and Christian, joined the 
project. Also President Eliot himself, 
who described its purpose as twofold: 
to give medical training to Chinese stu- 
dents, and to offer Christianity in its 
simplest form (he meant Unitarianism) 
to the Chinese people. 

It also. got nowhere. The small, annual 
budget of $25,000 was beyond the power 
of Harvard’s rich alumni, an army of 
50,000. So it was abandoned. 





About this time the young son of a 
Congregationalist minister, Charles Mar- 
tin Hall by name, was experimenting in 
an improvised laboratory in his father’s 
shed in Oberlin, Ohio. He hit on an 
electrolytic method for making alu- 
minum at commercial prices, started the 
Pittsburgh Reduction Company, tied up 
with the Mellons, and made a fortune 
for them and for himself. 


A Large Fortune Divided 

In 1914 he died at the early age of 51. 
He had been interested always in Chris- 
tian education (so we are told in the 
Review of Reviews, April, 1915, p. 494), 
and by will divided his large - fortune 
into three shares: one to Oberlin Col- 
lege, his Alma Mater, and in his time 
a thoroughly evangelical institution; a 
second third to the American Missionary 
Seciety and to Berea College, evidently 


Such leading Harvard figures as 
Henry Adams, Prof. William James, 
and Theodore Roosevelt have, in the 
past, spoken scathingly of the moral 
apathy and enfeebled conscience 
which comes from Harvard training. 
One brilliant student some years 
ago defined the three most striking 
characteristics of Harvard students 
as “indifference, snobbishness, and 
godlessness.” This is the second of 
two articles on Harvard University 
by Mr. Gordon, who is a graduate 
of Harvard. 


for home mission education; and the 
last third to education in Turkey, Bul- 
garia, India, China, and Japan,—all 
lands in which the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions had 
colleges and in which he, as a Congre- 
gationalist,. would naturally be inter- 
ested. (Item 16 in the will specified 
that in case “for any reason the trusts, 
or any of them, created by this will, 
shall be judicially declared invalid, then 
I give, bequeath and devise the residue 
of all property . .. in such a manner 
that one-third shall go... to the Amer- 
ican Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions.”) The bequest was not 
for theological extension, so the will ex- 
plains, but apparently to strengthen the 
general educational work of mission col- 
leges. No hostility to Christian teaching 
was implied; on the contrary, a minor 
bequest was made in the will to the 
Schauffler Missionary Training School 
in Cleveland, Ohio. The value of these 
bequests is now much greater than when 
made,—that to Oberlin, for example, 
amounting to fifteen million dollars. 


The Strange Choice of Harvard 

For a dozen years or more, so I am 
told, the trustees of. the foreign educa- 
tional third made contributions to dif- 
ferent institutions abroad. When the 
time for the final settlement came they 
decided to use the funds in China alto- 
gether, under the administration of Har- 
vard University. (Yet the will had 
stated “one third shall be retained by 
my said trustees for the purpose, in 
their sole and absolute discretion, of 
applying such income for educational 
purposes in the following foreign coun- 
tries, to wit, Japan, Continental Asia, 
Turkey, and the Balkan States in 
Europe.”) Why Harvard was chosen as 
almoner it is hard to understand. Ober- 
lin, or even Yale, would have seemed 
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more consonant with the tradition in 
which Mr. Hall had been brought up. 
According to the account in the Har- 
vard Alumni Bulletin (Dec. 22, 1933), 
his estate was left for education in for- 
eign lands. The will confirms this, page 
13, “one half to my Executors and Trus- 
tees for educational purposes in foreign 
lands.” A very considerable fraction of 
it, however, has been used to build up 
an Oriental Department at Harvard with 
the title of the Harvard-Yenching Insti- 
tute. This Institute has subsidized the 
Chinese-Japanese library at Harvard 
which contains 160,000 volumes, the 
largest library of its kind oufside of 
China. Here “Taoism is represented by 
a complete photographic reproduction 
of the 1,445 Taoist canon in 1,120 vol- 
umes: the Buddhist Tripitka is avail- 
able in all three of the great Japanese 
editions. To that of Kyoto is added a 
supplement of 538 works assembled from 
China and over 700 found in Japan. More 
important for the student of philosaphy 
than the standard collection of the Ten, 
the Twenty-two, and the Hundred Phi- 
losophers, are the separate editions of 
the works of individual thinkers too 
numerous for citation. Besides this vast 
historical material, here are all the great 
[Chinese] encyclopedias, including one 
printed in 1726 in 5,020 volumes.” 


The Surprising Use of the Bequest 
Seminars on Far Eastern Studies at 
the Harvard Summer School have been 
financed by the Harvard-Yenching In- 
stitute. University courses in Chinese 
and Japanese are given in the languages, 
history, and literature of China and 
Japan. The Harvard Journal of Asiatic 
Studies is also a beneficiary of Mr. Hall’s 
bequest for education in foreign lands. 
It is enormously erudite. As to its use- 
fulness one would express no opinion. 
Few would be competent to. It deals 
with such subjects as (titles taken at 
random) “Vedic Exemplaries,” “The 
Great Buddha of Todalji,” “Chu Hai’s 
Theory of Knowledge,” “The Language 
of the T’O Pa Wei,” etc., etc. Save for 
a brief article on 16th century Cath- 
olic missions in Japan, no allusion to 
Christianity appears in the whole seven 
volumes, not even to Nestorian Chris- 
tianity, which for centuries played such a 
role in China. The Harvard-Yenching 
Institute also supports a Sino-Indian In- 
stitute in Peiping, “which is particularly 
concerned with the transmission of 
Buddhism from India to China, Korea, 
and Japan. It gives advanced instruc- 
tion in Buddhism. [Italics mine.—E. G.] 
Also publishes monographs on Buddhist 
Iconagraphy and on the 800 Buddhas.” 
I think Charles Martin Hall would be 
somewhat surprised at the use made of 
the fortune he consecrated to education 
in foreign lands. The Harvard-Yen- | 
ching Institute “aims further to train 
American students [at Harvard] for 
teaching, research, or curatorial respon- 
sibilities through effective command of 


, 
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Chinese and Japanese sources,” In other 
words, to fit Americans to take charge 
of Oriental Museums in the United 
States! “It is impossible, of course, to 
guarantee a position to every student 
concentrating on Far Eastern studies,” 
explains the Harvard Alumni Bulletin 
of October 11, 1934, “but there is reason 
to believe that, in the course of the next 
decade, positions, particularly in our 
universities, museums, and libraries, will 
be available for men who have the nec- 
essary training to occupy them.” 





The activities of the Harvard-Yen- 
ching Institute in China are centered 
primarily at Yenching University, five 
miles out of Peiping. This is the largest, 
best equipped, and best endowed Chris- 
tian university in all China, with build- 
ings which cost $2,500,000 and an en- 
dowment of $2,800,000. Its student body, 
at last normal count, was composed of 
770 young men and 315 young women, 
and four times as many qualified ap- 
plicants are turned away as it receives. 
It was constituted by a union of three 
mission colleges and is at ‘present 
financed by English and American Con- 
gregationalists, by Presbyterians, Metho- 
dists, by Princeton and Wellesley, and 
by the Chinese Government. Also “by 
Harvard,” which perhaps means by the 
Hall bequest operated from Harvard. 
Yet the establishment of the Harvard- 
Yenching Institute with Hall money has, 
to a certain degree, if not predominat- 
ingly, made of Yenching the equivalent 
of a Harvard-in-China. It provides in 
Yenching graduate instruction in Chi- 
nese archeology, history, literature, phi- 
losophy, and religion. In the archeolog- 
ical museum it has there established is 
“a significant study collection of oracle 
bones from the Shang site at An-yang.” 
One judges these throw light on the 
Chinese religion taught. Evidently 


teaching “Chinese religion” is assumed’ 


not to be “instruction in theology.” 





It is hardly conceivable that Mr. Hall 
would have dedicated a fortune “to 
assist the Chinese in the scholarly study 
of their own culture,” which is the chief 
purpose designated by the articles of in- 
corporation of the Harvard-Yenching 
Institute. It is more probable that this 
aim was partly adopted for the purpose 
of building up a great department of 
Far Eastern Studies at Harvard. Mr. 
Hall would have been interested, at a 
time when China was turning its back 
on its antiquarian civilization, to help 
it to modern standards in agriculture, 
in medicine, in education, in govern- 
ment, in manufacture, and in applied 
science, of which last he was such a 
brilliant exemplar. The explanation of 
this peculiar orientation given to the 
bequest is that “there seemed to be a 
distinct danger of the older culture of 
China being lost through the adoption 
of Western civilization.” They would 
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stress the humanities as a corrective to 
the materialism into which China is 
plunging. So said a trustee tc me. But 
the only corrective to materialism is 
evangelical Christianity, and for this 
Harvard wpuld be the last place to 
which to go. 





There are thirteen Christian colleges 
in China. “One fifth of the students of 
college rank in China are in Christian 
colleges,” says the Associated Boards for 
Christian Colleges in China. “It is their 
settled policy to specialize in quality. 
Possibly in no other country does Chris- 
tian higher education occupy a position 
of such importance.” Thousands of 
teachers from these colleges have gone 
out over all China, Yenching is pioneer 
in public affairs and in journalism, the 
University of Shanghai in business ad- 
ministration, Soochow in law, Hangkow 
and St. John’s in engineeririg. Ginling 
and Hwa Nan,are the only existing Chi- 
nese colleges exclusively for women. 
Christian Middle Schools serve as feed- 
ers to these colleges. About 200 such 
have a staff of 10,000 teachers and an 
enrollment, even in wartime, of 50,000. 
West China Union University has spe- 
cialized. in training teachers for the 
schools of Szechwan Province. In these 
college institutions over seventeen mil- 
lions have been invested by the Anglo- 
American Christian public: 


Its Influence in Chinese Mission Schools 


The Harvard-Yenching Institute, capi- 
talized at about nine million from the 
C. M. Hall bequest, grants subsidies to 
these mission colleges on a large scale. 
At Nanking it supports an affiliate of 
the College of Arts called the Institute 
of Cultural Studies; at West China Union 
it has built up a museum and a library 
of Chinese books and manuscripts. It 
has assisted in the development of de- 
partments of Chinese at Fukien Chris- 
tian, Lignan, Shantung Christian, West 
China Union, and Nanking “to assist the 
Chinese in the scholarly study of their 
own culture.” I find no record of grants 
to other than mission schools. This 
patronage must give the Harvard-Yen- 
ching Institute considerable influence in 
these schools. “We are particularly for- 
tunate at Harvard,” writes Professor 
Elisseef, the head of the Institute, “in 
having through the Institute very close 
contacts with universities in all parts of 
China.” As over against the $400,000 
which the Mission Boards put yearly 
into these colleges, the Harvard-Yen- 
ching Institute contributes $150,000 from 
the Hall funds. The Foundation will go 
on indefinitely, its funds invested and 
reinvested under the same control as 
other Harvard. investments and even 
«mingled with the funds of Harvard Col- 
lege. The chairmanship and majority of 
trustees of its educational committee 
must be members of the Harvard faculty. 

In short, a Harvard-in-China beyond 
the wildest dreams of a generation ago 
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without a cent of expenditure by “Har- 
vard men”! 





Among other subsidy features are free 
scholarships for bringing young Chinese 
to study at Harvard. “It is the policy 
of Harvard-Yenching,” wrote the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor nine years ago, “to 
send the best students of the affiliated 
universities to Yenching University for 
their postgraduate work and, if their 
work is outstanding there, they may 
apply for fellowships to enable them to 
go to Cambridge, Mass., and be trained 
in occidental methods. After a period 
of studies at Harvard they receive their 
Ph.D.’s and return to China to fill teach- 
ing and other positions.” Parallel schol- 
arships are offered to young Chinese 
college women who wish to study at 
Radcliffe, the Harvard women’s affiliate. 
I noticed the other day on an American 
university bulletin board an invitation 
sent out by Radcliffe to possible. appli- 
cants. 

I suppose there is no place in the 
world where the Christian faith of Chi- 
nese young people could be more speed- 
ily and efficiently destroyed than at 
Harvard. Some years ago a notable 
Harvard student, editor of the Crimson, 
and marked for a Rhodes scholarship, 
stood up before 700 students, Presi- 
dent Lowell himself being present, and 
defined the three most striking charac- 
teristics of Harvard studefits as “indiffer- 
ence, snobbishness, and godlessness.” If 
you doubt his correctness, read the remi- 
niscences of that outstanding Harvard 
alumnus, Mr. Santayana. The virus of 
Unitarianism has come down through the 
years. It is to this monoxide atmosphere 
that Chinese Christian lads are sub- 
jected. Such leading Harvard figures as 
Henry Adams, Prof. William James, and 
Theodore Roosevelt have, in the past, 


- spoken scathingly of the moral apathy 


and enfeebled conscience which come 
from Harvard training. 


Far from the Christian Faith 


A pertinent illustration is at hand. 
In the first volume of the Harvard Jour- 
nal of Asiatic Studies is an obituary of 
the late Prof. James H. Woods of Har- 
vard. When the present writer was a 
little boy in the Boston Latin School 
he drilled in brass-buttoned, blue tunic, 
and white cotton gloves in the school 
regiment. His colonel was George R. 
Nutter, in later life law partner of Mr. 
Justice Brandeis; his major, George 
Santayana; his company captain, Jim 
Woods. The last was grandson of the 
well-remembered evangelical theologian, 
Prof. Leonard Woods of Andover The- 
ological Seminary. Jim trained for the 
Episcopal ministry, but his later life was 
a long round of study in German uni- 
versities and with Asiatic pundits, — 
with Harnack, Paulsen, Pfleiderer, Win- 
delband, Deussen. A year spent at 
Benares and in Kashmir, immersing him- 
self in Hinduism, was followed by years 
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at Harvard teaching Hindu philosophies; 
back again in filthy Benares and in 
Poona, sitting at the feet of Hindu pun- 
dits, translating the Visuddhimagga, the 
compendium of Cinghalese Buddhism, 
and the Mani-Pratha, a Yoga commentary, 
and studying the same heathen systems 
with Jacobi at Bonn. “In 1928 he be- 
came a trustee of Harvard-Yenching In- 
stitute and his broad knowledge of Far 
Eastern civilization proved of the ut- 
most value in shaping its policies.” A 
third trip to the East in 1929 was de- 
voted to Harvard-Yenching affairs. He 
died in Tokyo, January 14, 1935. 

The Hall bequest was apparently 
meant to strengthen Christian colleges in 
Asia and Europe. But this trustee, Pro- 
fessor Woods, had wandered far from the 
Christian faith, When seventy years of 
age he studied Japanese “in order to 
clarify the Tendai Buddhist doctrine of 
life after death.” His introduction to 
that system at the Asakusa temple, 
Tokyo, is described by his teacher, Mr. 
Kishimoto of Harvard: 

“We were first shown into the Kwai- 
non Hall. ... After regular chanting 
and scattering of flowers, a young monk 
took a demon mask and, holding it high 
in his hand, began to run. A second 
monk, with whip in hand, pursued him, 
constantly striking the floor to make 
frightening noises. After they had run 
around the altar three times the rite 
was ended. We were told later that this 
symbolized the chasing off of evil spirits 
before the New Year: Professor Woods 
was then introduced to Bishop Omori 
and the Rev. Shimizudani, and it was 
agreed that instruction was to commence 
by the middle of January. These priests 
told me that they regarded this as a rare 
opportunity for the Tendai doctrine to 
be introduced correctly to the Occident.” 

Dr. Yabuki expounded Tendai Bud- 
dhism to Woods, and at the end of some 
days he declared that “he had reached 
one of the supreme points of Tendai, 
meaning ‘Kai-e, and that, from this 
time on, he could consider himself to 
be a real Tendaist.” “How could one 
have known that these were the last 
words he was to utter to me?” 

“At his funeral Dr. Anesaki gave the 
address and recited in Sanskrit one 
chapter from the Lotus Sutra, the cen- 
tral canon of Tendai. Dr. Anesaki’s son 
and I shared the responsibility, of col- 
lecting his ashes after cremation. They 
were placed in a receptable which had 
been carefully selected from among vari- 
ous types of bronze kettles for use in 
the tea ceremony, and which had been 
inscribed with his name. 

“A Buddhist funeral was arranged at 
Asakusa temple. His picture and his 
ihai, a name tablet with his posthumous 
name, were placed on the altar. The 
funeral was conducted in full Tendai 
style— chanting, gongs, imcense, and 
elaborate symbolic rituals. All through 
the service I felt how happy Professor 
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Woods would have been could he have 
been present himself. It is planned to set 
up a monument to his memory at the 
Temple Meii on beautiful Lake Biwa.” 





Such was the heathen end of the 
grandson of the Christian theologian, 
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Leonard Woods! Such was the supersti- 
tious end of a Harvard professor of phi- 
losophy! Such was the hopeless end of 
a trustee of the Harvard-Yenching In- 
stitute, which has so influential a posi- 
tion over against Christian colleges in 
China. 


Tires and Food,—or Whiskey? 


By DR. J. RAYMOND SCHMIDT, 


General Superintendent, National Civic League 


From time to time, Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes likes to give its readers 

up-to-the-minute information in the field of prohibition. This most recent 

diversion of seventy million bushels of vital war material to the production 
of a non-essential, sabotaging intoxicant will shock true patriots. 


HISKEY wins at the cost of the 

war effort. Tires and food may 
run low, but whiskey stocks must be 
replenished for the: enrichment of the 
distillers and their stockholders. That 
is the purport of the announcement on 
June 20, when Donald M. Nelson, chair- 


man of the War Production Board, in-, 


formed the distillers that their plants 
would not be needed during the month 
of August for the manufacture of in- 
dustrial alcohol. 

The announcement came as a total 
surprise in view of Mr. Nelson’s opposi- 
tion to granting such a holiday as ex- 
pressed on more than one occasion in 
testimony before the Senate Judiciary 
Subcommittee, of which Senator Pat 
McCarran is chairman. This will be the 
first interruption of the government 
contract under which the distilleries 
have been producing industrial alcohol 
since October, 1942. 

Wet newspapers are jubilant over Mr. 
Nelson’s decision. They point out that 
one month. of distilling may produce 
“something more than 50,000,000 gallons 
of blended whiskey running between 80 
and 90 proof.” Of course, nothing is 
said about the vital grains such as 
wheat, rye, and barley, that will thus 
be diverted from food purposes for both 
humans and animals. It is generally 
admitted that corn will not be available 
because of the order of WFA forbidding 
the sale of corn in the “Midwest Corn 
Belt” except to the Commodity Credit 
Corporation. Presumably the corn has 
been reserved for live-stock feeding to 
prevent a possible meat shortage. 

Representatives Joseph R. Bryson and 
Edward H. Rees were the only men in 
Congress to speak out against thus 
truckling to the distillers. On June 21 
at the opening of the session in the 
House, Mr. Bryson addressd his col- 
leagues as follows: 

“Mr. Speaker, yesterday as guests of 
the War Department, Members of Con- 
gress were permitted to witness the 
showing of the invasion of our troops on 
D-day in France as portrayed by an un- 
touched moving picture. As we watched 


our men of great courage walk boldly 
into the jaws of death we did not real- 
ize at that moment WPB was releasing 
the restrictions from intoxicating liquors 
so that 50,000,000 gallons would be made 
available for beverage purposes. This 
action on the part of WPB presents a 
strange paradox. 

“Yesterday we appropriated additional 
moneys for the continuance of the 
guayule rubber program, evidently so 
that grain now being used for the manu- 
facture of alcohol could be used for 
needed human consumption. Lately we 
appropriated additional billions of dol- 
lars for the UNRRA program, thus pro- 
viding for the feeding of liberated peo- 
ple. Surely the use of necessary food 
materials for the manufacture of in- 
toxicating liquors is tragic when there 
is such a great need for food to keep 
body and soul together. 

“What helpful contribution liquor has, 
is, and will make to the war program 
is difficult to see. In an English cock- 
tail lounge a high-ranking army officer, 
not there for prayer, is said to have 
divulged the vital secret of our invasion 
day. Our Military Affairs Committee 
has just revealed in an exhaustive re- 
port the reprehensible conduct on the 
part of a high-ranking Army officer and 
an erstwhile citizen of Germany as they 
indulged in the use of intoxicating 
liquors., 

“The people for whom I have the 
privilege of speaking regret and con- 
demn the appropriation of essential sub- 
stances so sorely needed to sustain life 
and necessary for the successful prose- 
cution of the war to be.used in the 
manufacture of liquor. 

“I urge that hearings be forthwith 
resumed on H.R. 2082, which is very 
similar in its terms to a bill that became 
a law during World War One, provid- 
ing for wartime prohibition. Congress 
should not recess until action is taken 
on this vital matter.” 

Two days later, Mr. Nelson’s shame- 
ful retreat was given another airing in 
the House, when Mr. Rees said in part: 


(Continued on page 558) 
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LESSON 8. AUG. 20. THE PROPHET IN THE LIFE OF ISRAEL 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 3:19 to 7:17, printed text, 1 Samuel 3:19-21,7:3-12 
Golden Text.—He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully.—Jer. 23:28 


Krve James Vension 


1 Sam. 3:19 And Samuel grew, and the Lorp was with him, 
and did let none of his words fall to the ground. 


20 And all Israel from Dan even to Beéfr-sheba knew that 
Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lorp. 

21 And the Lorp appeared again in Shiloh: for the Lorp re- 
vealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lorp. 


Chap. 7:3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, 
saying, If ye do return unto the Lorp with all your hearts, then 
put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and 
prepare your hearts unto the Lorp, and serve him only: and he 
will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 

4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashta- 
roth, and served the Lorp only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray 
for you unto the Lorp. 

6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and 
poured it out before the Lorp, and fasted on that day, and said 
there, We have sinned against the Lorn. And Samuel judged 
the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel 


were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard 
it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry 
unto the Lorp our God for us, that he will save us out ef the 
hand of the Philistines. 

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it fora 
burnt-offering wholly unto the Lorp: and Samuel cried unto 
the Lorp for Israel; and the Lorp heard him. 

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, the Philis- 
tines drew near to battle against Israel: but the Lorp thundered 
with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and dis- 
comfited them; and they were smitten before Israel. 

11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the 
Philistines, and smote them, until they came under Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and 
Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath 
the Lorp helped us. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T WAS after the definite failure of 
I the priesthood to function as the 

agency between God and Israel that 
prophets came to the front as the means 
of making known the mind of the Lord 
to the people. This is not to say that 
there were no prophets before that time. 
Enoch was a prophet in the dispensation 
before the flood (Jude 14). Abraham 
is so designated by God (Gen. 20:7). 
Moses was in some respects the greatest 
of all the prophets until the coming of 
John the Baptist, for he was a distinct 
type of our Lord Jesus Christ (Deut. 
18:18; Luke 7:28). 

But speaking generally, the prophetic 
office came to be recognized as the 
medium of communication between God 
and men (Heb. 1:1) after the breakdown 
of the priesthood. God, who never 
leaves himself without a witness, was 
preparing Samuel to speak and act for 
Mim even before the setting aside of 
Eli, so that when that venerable, but 
weak, high priest died, there was a man 
divinely fitted to take his place as the 
link between <God and Israel. Samuel, 
whose name means “asked of God,” was 
given to his mother, Hannah, in answer 
to her prayer, not only for a child, but 
a son, so that she, who had been bar- 
ren for years after her marriage to 
Elkanah, became the mother of a babe 
destined to be one of the most distin- 
guished leaders in Israel. Brought up 
in the sanctuary, in the family of Eli, 
he walked apart from the wickedness of 
Eli’s sons. Early in life Samuel heard 
and‘ responded to the call of God and 
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was recognized by the high priest him- 
self as the voice of the Lord to his own 
conscience, even though his message 
was one of judgment because of the in- 
iquity of Eli’s unrestrained sons. 

From Samuel’s days on, there was 
never a time that God did not maintain 
prophetic testimony in Israel. Through 
prophets the Scriptures of the Old Tes- 
tament were given, and through faithful 
scribes passed on to later days (1 Pet. 
1:10-12; 2 Pet. 1:21). 

The Historical Setting 

Samuel the prophet — or seer, as he was 
also called at that time — succeeded Eli 
as judge of Israel about 1141 B.C., and 
was their recognized leader for forty 
years. His administration was charac- 
terized by justness and the fear of God, 
though in his old age he failed by giv- 
ing undue authority to his sons, who, 
though not so willful as the sons of Eli, 
were characterized by covetousness and 
political dishonesty, receiving of bribes, 
and perverting judgment (1 Sam. 8:1-3). 
Verse by Verse 

1 Sam. 3:19.—“The Lord .. . did let 
none of his words fall to the ground.” 
When a man walks with God, his utter- 
ances are weighty and worth while. 
Such a man was Samuel, and as a result, 
when he spoke for the Lord the people 
realized he addressed them with divinely 
given authority. 

Verse 20.—“All Israel . . . knew that 
Samuel was established to be a prophet 
of the Lord.” In the days of the earlier 


judges, their influence was often nar- 
rowed and circumscribed by tribal con- 
ditions and jealousies, but in the case of 
Samuel the entire nation recognized him 
as the man of God’s appointment who 
was raised up to guide them aright. 


Verse 21.—“The Lord revealed him- 
self to Samuel in Shiloh.” It was at 
Shiloh that the tabernacle had been 
pitched when the land was subdued be- 
fore Israel. There Samuel was dedicated 
to the service of the Lord and brought 
up under the nurturing care of some 
unnamed godly woman, probably Eli’s 
wife, his own mother visiting him yearly 
and providing his clothing (Chap. 2: 
19). There he remained after Eli’s 
death, until he -removed to Ramah 
(Chap. 7:17). 


Chap. 7:3.—“If ye do return unto the 
Lord ‘with all your hearts, ... he will 
deliver you.” Because of their way- 
wardness in following the idolatrous 
practices of the heathen still dwelling 
among them, God permitted the Philis- 
tines to harass Israel and to threaten 
them with a great slaughter. In their 
distress they turned to Samuel to inter- 
cede for them. He exhorted them to 
judge their evil ways and to manifest 
their repentance by destroying their 
idols. He assured them that if they truly 
turned to the Lord with all their hearts, 
they could count on His pardoning grace 
and His protection in the hour of danger. 


Verse 4—“The children of Israel did 
put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and 
served the Lord only.” In response to 
Samuel’s words, the people turned from 
the worship of the sun-god and the 
moon-goddess, objects of Phoenician 
worship, and served Jehovah alone— 
the one true and living God. 


Verse 5—‘“Samuel said ...I will 
pray for you unto the Lord.” A call 
was sent out for the observance of a 
national day of humiliation and prayer, 
to be specially observed at Mizpeh. 
Samuel, acting in his prophetic capacity, 
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promised to make intercession on behalf 
of the people. 


Verse 6—“They gathered together, 
... drew water, and poured it out be- 
fore the Lord, ... fasted, ... and said 
there, We have sinned against the Lord.” 
There was evidence of sincere repent- 
ance-and:self-judgment. The pouring of 
water before the Lord was the expres- 
sion of acknowledged weakness (2 Sam. 
14:14). By fasting they expressed their 
sorrow for the wickedness which they 
confessed with their mouths— owning 
that they had sinned against the Lord. 
Thus they took the place where God 
could act on their behalf. 


Verse 7.—“The lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel.” When news of 
this great prayer meeting at Mizpeh 
reached the ears of the Philistines, they 
evidently took it as an evidence of the 
frantic state of Israel and prepared at 
once to attack them. In spite of Sam! 
uel’s prayer and their own brokenness 
before God, the Israelites were filled 
with fear as they contemplated the com- 
ing conflict. 

Verse 8.—“Cease not to cry unto the 
Lord our God for us, that he will save 
us.’ They then besought Samuel not 
to cease supplicating divine aid in their 
time of crisis. Realizing their,own pow- 
erlessness, they felt the need of God’s 
intervention if they were to be deliv- 
ered from their cruel and _ ruthless 
enemies) 


Verse 9.—*Samuel took a sucking lamb, 
and offered it for a _ burnt-offering 
wholly unto the Lord.” Of all animals, 
this was one of the most helpless and 
dependent. It well pictured Israel’s own 
state. It also typified the One who was 
yet to be manifested as Israel’s Saviour, 
who, as a lamb dumb before its shearers, 
was to. submit patiently both to man’s 
malignant treatment and to the judgment 
of God as He took the place of the 
guilty. With the lamb on the altar, 
Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel, 
and the Lord heard him, as He always 
hears those who come to Him in ac- 
knowledged repentance and in faith put 
in their plea. 


Verse 10.—‘As Samuel was offering up 
the burnt-offering . .. the Lord thun- 
dered ... and discomfited them.” While 
the smoke of the sacrifice — speaking of 
the work. to be accomplished on the 
cross— ascended to heaven, the Lord 
who “hath his way in the whirlwind 
and in the storm” (Nahum 1:3) thun- 
dered from heaven and let loose the 
artillery of the skies upon the Philis- 
tines, utterly discomfiting them and 
causing them to flee, before the army of 
Israel advanced to the attack. 


Verse 11—“The men of Israel went 
out of Mizpeh, and pursued the Philis- 
tines.” Emboldened by the manifest ac- 
‘tivity of God on their behalf, the for- 
merly fearful Israelites poured out of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. August 13.—The Priest in the Life of 
BR dalccnutaveesies 1 Samuel 1:1 to 4:18 
Next Week’s Lesson 


9. August 27.—Israel’s First King. 
1 Samuel 9, 10, and 11 














the city and chased their fleeing foes, 
so that they were completely routed. 


Verse 12.—“Ebenezer, ... Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” A memorial 
stone was erected on the battlefield site 
to celebrate, not Israel’s might. or 
prowess, but the Lord’s victory over 
their haughty foes. It is well that we 
set up such stones of remembrance that 
we may never forget the mighty acts of 
our God! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God Himself can put no greater honor 
upon one whom He has taken into re- 
lationship with Himself than to call and 
commission him to be His spokesman 
to other men. But with this privilege 
go great responsibilities. The life should 
correspond with the message. In Sam- 
uel we see consistency of behavior —a 
walk before God— which gave Israel to 
know he was Jehovah’s representative, 
to whom they could turn for helpful 
counsel and for spiritual enlightenment 
in a day when there was no open vision 
(Chap. 3:1). That is, there were few 
who had understanding of the mind of 
the Lord. 


A Lesson Outline 
THE Man Wuo Was ASKED or Gop 


1. The grief of Hannah (1 Sam. 1:5-7) 

2. Her prayer for a.son (vs. 10-12) 

3. The prayer answered (v. 20) 

4. The dedicated child (vs. 27, 28; Chap. 
2:18) © 

5. Samuel, called of God (Chap. 3:1-10) 

6. The Lord’s messenger (vs. 16-21) 

7. Samuel as intercessor (Chap. 7:5, 10) 

8. The judge in Israel (vs. 15-17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Prophecy: What Is It? The common 
conception of a prophet is that of one 
who foretells future events. While this 
was true of some of the prophets, it 
was not their supreme function. Proph- 
ecy is, first of all, making known the 
mind and will of God through direct 
illumination of the Holy Spirit. It is 
more often forth-telling than fore-tell- 
ing. The prophet of old was one chosen 
of God to reveal His Word and so to 
exercise the hearts and consciences of 
those to whom he ministered. The gift 
of prophecy, as distinguished from that 
of didactic teaching, gives ability not 
only to impart information and to en- 
lighten the intellect, but by it the truth 
is so proclaimed as to exercise the 
hearer and to bring before him his per- 
sonal responsibility. The New Testa- 
ment prophet is one who speaks “unto 
men to edification, and exhortation and 
comfort” (1 Cor. 14:3). This was also 
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true of the prophets of the former dis- 
pensation. Paul tells us to desire this 
gift above others (1 Cor. 14:1). 


Applications and Summaries 


Samuel was the child of Hannah’s 
faith, given in answer to her earnest 
prayer. 

With a mother like Hannah, we need 
not wonder that Samuel became a man 
of God. 

The modesty of Samuel, as a youth, 
was in keeping with his integrity as a 
man. He did not seek personal prefer- 
ment, so God honored him in giving 
him unusual gifts and acceptance with 
the people. 

It is only as one lives in fellowship 
with God that he can be depended on 
to know the mind of the Lord in times 
of stress and difficulty, and so be en- 
abled to guide others aright. 
~ There is no greater snare than to at- 
tempt to handle divine truth and pro- 
claim it publicly while walking in a 
careless or carnal manner. 

The church today has many acceptable 
preachers and a few God-sent teachers, 
but what is needed above all else is 
men who have prophetic insight and 
who can so minister the Word as to 
move the conscience and exercise the 
heart. 

CHICAGO, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY was God able to become such a 
mighty power in the life of young 
Samuel? 


2. How. did God make known His mind 
to Samuel? Is this customary now? 


3. Was Samuel prophet or priest? 


4. Are there prophets in the church toe 
day? If so, who are they? 


5. What was the condition of Israel while 
Samuel’s services for the Lord were getting 
established? 


6. What was Samuel’s advice to sinning 
Israel? 


7. Who was Ashtoreth? 
8. What is the meaning of Ebenezer? 


(Answers on page 555) 
Vd 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Just to Grow.—Samuel grew, and the 
Lord was with him (1 Sam. 3:19). 
Notice, the child “grew.” In speaking 
of Jesus, Dr. Luke tells us, “The child 
grew” (Luke 1:80). That word “grew” 
is most significant. Until we take pains 
and think about it, we do not realize 
that it is no small blessing just to have 
our children grow. 


Mother may have to “let out” and sew, 
and Dad growl, “They grow right out of 
their clothes,” but suppose they did not 
have to have “a bigger suit,” what then? 
The family would have a midget or a 
dwarf on its hands if the growth stopped 
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physically. If it stopped mentally there 
would be an adult man or woman with 
a child mind. What a blessing simply 
to grow! 

So the sacred writer sets down the 
plain, homely fact, “Samuel grew.” 
Then there is the added fact, “The Lord 
was with him.” We hear about favored 
boys “born with a silver spoon in the 
mouth,” the rich man’s boy. But here 
is a boy who brought with him some- 
thing no wealth can command — the 
presence of the Lord. Any boy can have 
that favor. 

We are told God revealed himself to 
Samuel “by the word of the Lord” (v. 


21). God reveals Himself to all of us 
in identically the same way. “In the 
beginning was the Word, ... and the 


Word was God” (John 1:1). 

There are few more interesting stories 
in the Bible narrative than that of Sam- 
uel, It begins with Hannah his mother 
who “lent” him to the Lord, as many a 
mother of a servant of the Lord has 
done since Samuel’s day. 

‘Mother, you can have no better start 
for that boy or girl you bring into the 
world than to follow Hannah’s example 
and say, “Lord, this baby is yours.” But, 
Mother, you must, like Hannah, know 
the Lord. Personally, I do not accept 
valuable gifts from strangers. If the 
Lord is a stranger to you I would sug- 
gest that you at once get to know Him 
and give your baby as a gift to a Friend 
who loves both you and the baby. 


What Prayer Does.—Gather all Israel 
to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto 
the Lord (1 Sam. 7:5). The sacred nar- 
rative, you will notice, makes a great 
account of the value of prayer. Here 
we have Samuel taking his people to 
the Lord in prayer. Later we find when 
Nehemiah had a problem, he asked God 
what he should do. When we get into 
the New Testament we find the Lord 
Jesus before choosing the twelve apos- 
tles “went out into a mountain to pray.” 
(Neh. 2:3, 4; Luke 6:12, 13.) 

As many of the readers know, it has 
been the custom of the Iron Rose Bible 
class to begin its sessions with a little 
Quaker meeting. Sunday after Sunday, 
I stress the value of prayer, quoting the 
Scripture promises, “If two of you shall 
agree”; “Ask, . .. seek, . .. knock”; 
“Where twa or three are gathered to- 
gether.” 

The big steel company here at Coates- 
ville got a general manager from the 
West. We shall call him “Matty Mil- 
mann.” Matty, while a good boss, was 
about as far from being a church and 
Sunday school man as east is from west. 

One Sunday morning his assistant 
brought him to the Iron Rose Class. 
Matty was never there but that once 
to my knowledge. He met me on the 
street the following week, and I con- 


gratulated him for honoring me. “Ridg- . 


way,” said Matty, “I like your way of 
teaching.” “All right, come again.” ; He 
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never did. That is the first chapter of 
the story. Here is the second: 

Ex-Mayor William G. Gordon was in 
St. Petersburg, Fla., last week (as I 
write). Matty met him on the street. 
Matty had left Coatesville to take charge 
of a mill down the Ohio River. Matty 
inquired for his Coatesville friends. And 
then asked, “Does Uncle Billy still have 
his Iron Rose Class? Do you know, 
Gordon, I was at the class once and I 
liked the way Ridgway handles his men. 
He teaches them how to pray and shows 
them what prayer will do, 

“A while ago Mrs. Milmann had to 
undergo a very serious operation. The 
doctor did not know how it might come 
out. I remembered what Uncle Billy 
Ridgway had said, and I went to ear- 
nest praying. The operation was suc- 
cessful, and Mrs. Milmann has been in 
better health than for years. And now, 
Mr. Mayor Gordon, both Mrs. Milmann 
and I are in the church.” 

This last statement would mean a lot 
to you had you known Matty in the old 
Coatesville days. Here is one good moral 
to this story. Mac had no idea he was 
bringing Matty into the Kingdom when 
he took him to a Bible class. As I know 
Mac pretty well, I am sure he prayed 
earnestly for Matty also. 
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An American Ebenezer.—Samuel took 
a stone ... and called the name of it 
Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us (chap. 7:12). From the 
dawn of history we find men have been 
taking “a stone” either in single mass 
or in separate piece and setting it up 
as a memorial. In Egypt the pyramids 
and other wonderful “stones” remain; 
but until God’s people set up stones none 
could be called “Ebenezer.” 

When you approach the city of Wash- 
ington, D. C., the first thing that strikes 
the eye in the far distance is a “stone” 
that towers above the trees and makes a 
white bar against the sky. It is the Wash- 
ington Monument, a great shaft made up 
of many masses of stone cemented into 
one piece. 

National memorials are apt to get a 
popular name. The great bell in Lon- 
don, which we used to hear when radio 
was a new thing, is called “Big Ben.” 

If a name is desired for the Washing- 
ton shaft of stone it can very appropri- 
ately be called “Ebenezer.” For the 48 
states that make up the U.S.A. can truth- 
fully say, “Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” 

From’ the days when the Puritans 
landed in New England, America has 
prospered in the hands of God. God 
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has blessed and prospered and honored 

‘us. We are the only nation in the world, 
as far as this writer knows, that stamps 

our religious faith on our coinage; “In 

God We Trust” goes on even the humble 

red cent. Mrs. Nellie Ross, who directs 

the mint, had it stamped on the Jeffer- 

son nickel. The buffalo and Indian nickel 

do not have it. 
Washington Monument and Uncle Sam 


himself can well have a new name. We -: 


have never had Uncle Sam’s last name. 
We have John Bull, so we will call the 
old fellow with the plug hat and chin 
whiskers, “Uncle Sam Ebenezer Amer- 
ica.” Which, being translated, means, 
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ye 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
llustrations are accep may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
a ~ from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tab ” Preference is given to illustrations 
a the printed lesson text. Because of the 
ang 5 paper shortage, ‘readers are asked to 
fimi e 


tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Why Not More Bibles?—Speak my 
word faithfully” (Golden Text, Jer. 23: 
28). <A fieldman reports: I stopped at 
a filling station in the salt desert, fifty 
miles from the nearest human habita- 
tion. When the young man, only at- 
tendant at the station, told me how 
lonely he was, I offered him a number 
of excellent tracts. Imagine my surprise 
when he refused them with the curt 
remark that he had been taught to trust 
the teaching of those only who were 
competent to give spiritual instruction. 
I then offered him a Gospel of John, 
which he eagerly accepted, saying, 
“Sure I’ll take that. That’s the Bible, 
ain’t it? Why don’t you fellows: offer 
a guy the Bible more, instead of what 
somebody thinks about the Bible?” As 
I resumed my journey, I couldn’t help 
wondering’ why we don’t.—From Bible 
Society Record. Sent by Harold P. 
Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


Let Us Have More “Disarranged” 
Services—He that hath my word, let 
him speak my word faithfully (Golden 
Text, Jer. 23:28). Dr. Len G. Brough- 
ton says: “I remember a few years 
ago, when I had not so much experience 
as I have now, and when my enthusiasm 
perhaps avas not as well balanced as it 
is now, I had been invited to preach in 
the summer for one of the leading 
churches in one of our great cities. I 
went into that pulpit on Sunday morn- 
ing, conscious that God was with us in 
a very peculiar sense, and when I fin- 
ished my sermon the one thing on my 
mind was salvation. I did not know 
whether they had ever had an invitation 
given there for the confession of Christ, 
but I did not stop to ask. I stepped 
down on aglittle subplatform and ex- 
tended the invitation for any who 


‘ 
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would accept Jesus Christ then and 
there to come to the front. And imme- 
diately a strong, able-bodied man got up 
and with tears streaming down his face 
came to the front and took me by the 
hand; then another man came. Fourteen 
grown people confessed Christ that 
morning. As we went out of the church, 
the wife of one of the officers of the 
church, who was also a Sunday school 
teacher, spoke to an officer of the church, 
and said: ‘I greatly enjoyed the ser- 
mon until the last, but I do not think 
that a man should disarrange the order 
of the service of the church for the sake 
of having a few people come to the 
front, as he did this morning.’ The first 
man who came forward was a ‘failroad 
engineer who was killed in a wreck that 
Sunday ‘night.".—From “The Common- 
place in Soul Winning,” by Dr. L. G. 
Broughton. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Can. Prize illustration. 


Why He Couldn’t “Catch Up.”— 
prophet of the Lord (1 Sam. 3:20). 
“You’re just out of date,” said young 
Pastor Bate to one of our faithful old 
preachers who had carried for years, 
in travail and tears, the Gospel to poor 
sinful creatures. “You still preach on 
hades and shock cultured ladies, with 
your barbarous doctrine of blood. You’re 
so far behind you'll never catch up; 
you’re a flat tire stuck in the mud.” For 
some little while a wee bit of a smile 
enlightened the old pastor’s face. Be- 
ing made the butt of ridicule’s cut did 
not ruffle his sweetness and grace. Then 
he turned to young Bate, so suave and 
sedate. “‘Catch up,’ did my ears hear 
you say? Why, I couldn’t succeed if I 
doubled my speed. My friend, I’m not 
going your way !”—From Christian Vic- 
tory. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. ‘ 


Not for Him to Carry.—The Lord re- 
vealed himself (1 Sam. 3:21). On one 
occasion when Hudson Taylor was in 
Shanghai in the midst of riots and dan- 
gers, and with two missionaries in the 
hands of the mob, a telegram was deliv- 
ered to him. He read it and handed it 
to a fellow worker who, when he looked 
at it, tiptoed quietly toward the door, 
thinking that the great director of the 
Mission would want to be alone. Before 
he had taken many steps he was amazed 
to hear Hudson Taylor whistling. He 
turned to him with the exclamation: 
“How can you whistle when even now 
they are in such danger?” Mr. Taylor 
looked up at him in surprise, “You 
wouldn’t have me carry the burden, 
would you?” he asked. And the song 
he had been whistling was the one that 
he loved so much: 

Jesus, I am resting, resting 
In the joy of what Thou art; 


I am finding out the greatness 
Of Thy loving heart ! 


—From the Christian Digest. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


RGR yan 


Bringing America to Her Knees” if 


ie our God 


haps 


wlapan is said 


Cease not to cry unto t 
for us, that he will sa 
hand of the Philistines a Sin 
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tinue to fight until the people ef Ame 

and Britain are “brought to their Mets”, 
If only the increasing difficulties that 
the democracies are facing would bring 
them to their knees—in prayer to God 
—the tide would soon turn then. Jap- 
anese leaders have also said that Japan 
has her gods behind her. If so, the gods 
of Japan are pushing her to certain de- 
struction.—From Christian Victory. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Mason City, Nebr. 






It Didn’t “Just Happen.”—Samuel cried 

. the Lord heard (1 Sam. 7:9). Yes, 
we prayed, and God answered. I'll say 
He answered, and there isn’t one of us 
who would even hint that it “just hap- 
pened.” It couldn’t have just happened 
—it was too real. We needed water, 
and we got water —all we needed. Then 
we asked for fish, and we got fish. And 
we got meat when we prayed — sea 
gulls don’t go around sitting on people’s 
heads waiting to be caught. ...I know 
He was out there taking care of us, yet 
on that 21st day when those planes flew 
by we all cried like babies. It was then 
that I prayed again to God, arid said, 
“If You'll send that one plane back for 
us I promise to always believe in YOU 
and to tell everyone else.” That plane 
came back and the others flew on. It 
just happened? IT DID NOT. God sent 
that plane back !—From “I Met. God on 
a Raft,” by Sergeant John Bartek (the 
young man who had the Testament on 
the “Rickenbacker Raft” in the Pacific). 
Sent by Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


N THE first verses of our lesson we 
get the picture of the sad spiritual 

condition even in the house of the Lord. 
A word from the Lord was very seldom 
heard, and there was no Book of God. 
Eli was old, and even the lamp of God 
in the temple was allowed to go out, 
which was against God’s command. 
Eli’s wicked sons, the priests, were not 
even keeping the lamp burning in God’s 
house as God had commanded. 

And then God called Samuel, a child 
who helped Eli in the sanctuary. And 
Samuel did not even know the Lord. 
But God called him. Tell the story to 
the children in detail. They will never 
forget it. How wonderful it would be 
to have God speak to us in the night, 
so plainly that we thought it was some 
one of the family calling us. That was 
how He spoke to Samuel. 

And Samuel jumped out of bed and 
ran to- Eli, willing to do whatever he 
wanted. A willing heart. But Eli had: 
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not called. Eli seemed dull of percep- 
tion, for God called three times before 
Eli realized it was the Lord. And when 
God called again, Samuel answered Him, 
as willing as could be to do what God 
wanted. And it was a hard thing God 
asked of him. God told this little boy 
how he was going to punish the house 
of Eli because of Eli’s wicked sons. And 
then in the morning, Eli asked him 
what God had said. 


What a test for the child! Would you 
have had the courage to tell Eli just 
what God said, when it was such ter- 
rible judgment? Samuel told him every 
bit of it, and hid nothing from him. Yet 
Samuel had lain awake all the rest of 
the night, with this awful message on 
his heart, and no doubt dreaded morn- 
ing when he knew Eli would ask him 
what God said. 


I think our hearts are always sad- 
dened at the story of Eli and his wicked 
sons—Eli who loved God, but not 
enough to discipline his sons. Eli was 
a godly man, but had failed in his duty 
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to his children. Many men have done 
this, without such swift judgment com- 
ing upon them. God dealt swiftly in this 
case because of the fact that the sons 
were priests and were making even the 
service of the temple offensive and ab- 
horrent. God’s holiness demanded this 
judgment. 

Samuel fulfilled the promise of his 
boyhood, and became a man God used in 
a threefold capacity — prophet, priest, 
and judge. No man has been more widely 
used. _He showed the same faithfulness 
and obedience in manhood as he had in 
childhood. 

Pray that God may call and use some 
of the children in your class, even as 
He used Samuel. 

QUIZ 

. What did Samuel do? 1 Samuel 3:1. 

2. What happened one night after Sam- 
uel went to bed? Verses 3, 4. 

3. Who did Samuel think was calling 
him? Verse 5. 

4. How many times did God call, and 
how many times did Samuel get up 
and go to Eli? Verses 6-8. 

5. What did Eli tell him to do? Verse 
3. 

6. Did God call again? Verse 10. 

7. What sad things did God tell Sam- 
uel? Verses 11-14. 

8. What did Samuel do when he arose 
in the morning? Verse 15. 

9. Did Samuel tell Eli what God told 
him? Verse 18. 

10. What did God call Samuel to be? 
Verses 20, 21. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the Israelites needed a 
prophet to tell them where they 
got off, and the Lord God in mercy gave 
them one in Samuel. They had irifted 
into sin,—deep sin,—the sin of idol- 
atry. The Philistines were encamped 
against them in overpowering numbers 
and strength. As a nation Israel was 
doomed unless something supernatural 
was done about it and done right away. 
Then came Samuel the prophet and 
said to them, “If ye do return unto the 
Lord with all your hearts, then put 
away the strange gods and Ashtaroth 
from among you, and prepare your 
hearts unto the Lord, and serve him 
only: and he will deliver you out of 
the hand of the Philistines.” They were 
wise enough to do what the prophet 
told them to do. “And Samuel said, 
Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will 
pray for you unto the Lord.” They 
did that, too. They gathered at Mizpeh 
and poured out a libation before the 
Lord; moreover, they fasted and prayed 
and confessed their sins, Samuel plead- 
ing with God for them. 
But the Philistines could not see the 
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power of God on Israel’s side; they took 
the Mizpeh incident as an evidence of 
weakness on Israel’s part. So they 
sounded their tocsins of war and began. 
their invasion’ with bombastic confi- 
dence. The Israelites were terrified by 
the oncoming Philistine hordes, and beg- 
ged Samuel not to cease praying. Sam- 
uel took a sucking lamb, and made a 
burnt offering to the Lord; “and Samuel 
cried unto the Lord for Israel; and the 
Lord heard him.” 


Just as the Philistines swept down 
upon their weaker foe, the Lord turned 
loose the thundering batteries of heaven 
upon them. Flying Fortresses, Liber- 
ators, B-29 Super Fortresses, bombers, 
and block busters are not a circumstance 
to what struck the Philistine hosts that 
iday. It was a complete and instantaneous 
rout. No long-drawn-out beachhead 
operations; no Anzio, no Cherbourg.. It 
was a quick cleanup. When God goes 
to War there is an overwhelming vic- 
tory. “Not by might, nor by power, but 
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by. my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” 
(Zech. 4:6). 

Fellows, as with nations, so with -in- 
dividuals—so with you and me. As 
long as sin — unconfessed sin — is in the 
life, we are an easy prey to our enemies. 
Sin makes cowards of us. Sin makes 
weaklings. Sin takes all the fight out 
of a fellow. Sin requires no effort. Sin 
leads not only to defeat in this life, but 
te eternal death in the world to come. 

What to do about it? Well, this: take 
a frank inside look at your sins — espe- 
cially your besetting sin. It is there, 
you may be sure. Look at it squarely, 
and don’t try to excuse it; but make a 
clean confession of it to God and ask 
Him, for Christ’s sake, to forgive it and 
purge it. It is the only way you can 
get ready for your fight which is bound 
to come sooner or later. . 

With that preparation you can win a 
clear-cut victory, and win it instantly. 

JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 551) 
1; Samyel was willing to do what God told 
him to do (1 Sam. 3:15-18). 


2. By direct revelation. Today He makes 
His will known through His Word. 

3. Both (3:20; 7:9, 10). He was also 
judge (7:15). 

4. The ascended Christ still gives the gift 
of prophecy to some. Those who possess it 
are enabled to speak for God to the-con- 
sciences of their hearers. 


5. The ark was in enemy territory; idol- 
atry was established; people neglected God. 


6. Put away the idols; prepare the heart 
for fellowship with the Lord; and serve Him 
wholeheartedly (1 Sam. 7:3; Acts 2:38). 


7. Ashtoreth was a Pheenician goddess, 
Astarte of the Greeks, and Ashtaroth were 
images of this goddess which were wor- 
shiped as idols in Israel at times of spiritual 
backsliding. 


8. It means “The Stone of Help.” 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
' By Ruth E. Dow 


S SAMUEL grew up, he not only did 

the tasks around the temple, but 
he began to speak for God. People all 
over the country could see that Samuel 
was going to be a prophet, or as we 
might say, a minister. God spoke to 
Samuel, and Samuel spoke to the 
people. 

There had been war for some time 
with the Philistines, and Samuel’s peo- 
ple had been beaten. Samuel sent word 
to all the country: If you will return 
to’ the Lord with all your hearts, and 
stop doing wrong things, God will save 
you from the Philistines. Everybody 


come to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you’ 


unto the Lord. 

The people had a big meeting and con- 
fessed their sin. But the Philistines 
heard of the meeting, and came to at- 
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tack the people. The people were fright- 
ened and begged Samuel not to stop 
praying that God would save them. 
While Samuel was making an offering 
to God and praying, the Philistines were 
getting all ready to fight. But God an- 
swered his prayer and sent a thunder- 
storm which turned the victory. (What 
other battle can you remember in which 
the Lord fought for His people by a 
storm? Deborah and Barak’s cam- 
paign.) 

Last Sunday you thought of ways in 
which you Juniors could serve God by 
helping the minister and the church. 
This time let us think of how the min- 
ister helps you. When he has worship 
services or revival meetings, do you go? 
Perhaps some of you made the decision 
to follow the Lord when a minister gave 
the invitation at some such meeting. 
Do you listen carefully when the min- 
ister reads from the Bible at church? 
Has our minister ever talked with you, 
trying to help you choose the right? 
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Maybe he has reproved you for doing 
some wrong things. Do you suppose he 
prays for you? 

God has set the minister in charge of 
the church. It is his duty, if he is faith- 
ful to God, to lead his people to serve 
the Lord, and to warn them of their 
sins. Had you ever thought that God 
might be speaking to you in his words? 
The Golden Text reminds us of God’s 
charge to a minister: “He that hath my 
word, let him speak my word faithfully” 
(Jer. 23:28), Like the little Samuel, we 
may say, “Sneak, Lord; for thy servant 
heareth” (1 Sam. 3:9): (The minister 
may be invited to speak to the children 
in connection with this lesson.) 

The Bible readings tell of different 
ministers and their hearers: 

1. From the Books of the Law. Moses 
prays for his people who have done wrong 
(Num, 14:17-20). 

2. From the Books of History. Ezra reads 
thé Bible and explains it to the people 
(Neh. 8:1-8). 

3. From the Books of Poetry. Solomon, 
the wise preacher, decides on the most im- 
portant thing in life (Eccles. 1:1, 16; 12:1, 
13, 14). 

4. From the Books of the Prophets. God 
warns Ezekiel of his responsibility as a 
prophet (Ezek. 3:17-21). 

5. From the Gospels. The Lord tells how 
different people hear His Word (Mark 4: 
1-20). 

6. ‘prem the Book of History. The Beneans 
hear the preacher and read the Bible to 
see if what he says is true (Acts 17:10-12). 

7. From the Book of Prophecy. Blessed 
are those who hear and do (Rev. 1:3;°22:7). 


Bucxksport, MAINE. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in the light of this lesson today we humble 
ourselves before Thee with thankfulness for all 
that Thou hast done for us. We would re- 
count before Thee the long list of Thy mercies, 
and voice our gratitude for the hours of tri- 
umph that Thou hast given us over enemies 
of the soul. We lift our praises to Thee, and 
we beseech Thee that we may be guided 
safely through all the issues of this life to 
the end that Thy name may be glorified, and 
that our confidence in Thee may have its 
rightful place in all our affairs. This we pray 
in Thy name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Can someone tell 
me just what-is meant by one called a 
prophet in the Bible? Yes, it is one 
who spoke, not of himself in a matter 
affecting the people of God, but who 
spoke from God something that God 
wanted the people to hear. Samuel was 
a prophet because he was allowed to 
speak what God wished the people of 
Israel to know about what was in store 
for them. The prophets had warnings 
for the people, and the soundest possible 
advice in the turbulent times in whict. 
they lived. It was their duty to give 
forth not words of their own choosing, but 
they were to give forth God’s word 
faithfully. Let us all say together the 
Golden Text: “He that hath my word, 
let him speak my word faithfully.” That 
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is the real business of the true prophet 
in speaking for God. He was to be 
faithful in what he declared to the peo- 
ple, and how eagerly the people, when 
they were in doubt, turned to the 
prophet to find out what they ought to 
do. We have a wonderful record in the 
Bible concerning many prophecies, and 
we have some men who are living so 
close to God’s will that they are able to 
help us upon many occasions to know 
what is the right thing to do. It is very 
well for us to heed teachers who have 
come into a fuller understanding of 
God’s will because they have lived so 
close to Him. What a blessing it is to 
be guided by a godly messenger who is 
faithful in all that he tells us directly 
from God’s Word! Let us pray. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


CAN THE WITNESS OF 
CHRISTIAN GIRLS HELP AMERICA? 


OW would you like to pray and 
witness for Christ for twenty years 
with almost no fruits of your labors, 
nor praying friends? Would you think 
such service worth while if, at the end 
of that time, you could be used to turn 
many to the Lord? 
“The people here seem to be sadly 
indifferent,” said a young evangelist. 
“Sometimes I feel so all alone that it 
is difficult to speak boldly for Christ. 
Why don’t people care?” 
Many times Samuel must have felt 
alone while his countrymen went their 
wild ways neglecting God. How was 
he able at last to bring about such a 
mighty revival? If he had ‘not lived 
close to the Lord, he could never have 
been used to draw others close to Him. 
Tue SEcRET oF SAMUEL’S POWER 

He listened to God’s voice (1 Kings 19: 
12). 

He waited for God’s complete message 
(John 18:37). 

He obeyed God’s counsel (Acts 26:19). 

He refused to surrender to the voice of 
fear (1 Sam. 3:15). 

He used his voice for God’s glory (John 
1:23). 

God gave power to Samuel’s voice (1 
Sam. 3:19). 

What was the trouble in Israel during 
the years that preceded the revival? 
Go back to Chapter 4 where the Israel- 
ites were fighting an enemy not as God 
directed, but in their own way. Then 
it was “the ark of God was taken.” Did 
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the people care when this symbol of 
Jehoyah’s presence was gone? Chapter 
5 begins: “And the Philistines took the 
ark of God,” but the Israelites did not 
go after it. They indifferently let it 
go. . Chapter 6: “And the ark of the 
Lord was in the country of the Philis- 
tines seven months,” while in its place 
in Israel and in the place of God the 
people began setting up “strange gods 
and Ashtaroth.” When the ark was sent 
back it was not taken to the right place. 
Chapter 7: “While the ark abode in 
Kirjath-jearim . . . the time was long 
... and... Israel lamented after the 
Lord.” 

Underline the steps Samuel took in 
bringing the people back to the Lord. 
What was the result? (1 Sam. 7:4.) For 
the most part the revival began, just as 
revivals do now, with individuals. Then 
what did Samuel ask the nation to do? 
Why did he want them to assemble? 
What effect does concerted interest have 
upon the success of an undertaking? 
Underline words that emphasize what 
took place at Mizpeh. 

Where was the battle that started at 
Mizpeh won? You remember that when 
the people went forth against an enemy 
in their own strength they were de- 
feated. This victory was won at the 
altar of sacrifice and prayer; but before 
Samuel prayed for national victory he 
had been making prayer and praise the 
center of his life. Samuel at the altar 
had as great a part in routing the Phil- 
istines as did the Israelites who pur- 
sued them. Girls, before this world war 
can be won in defense plants or the bat- 
tle fronts, it must be won in the hearts 
of our people. Are your hearts cleansed 
and prepared to win victories? 

Samuel was important in the life of 
Israel, but surely no more so than a 
sincerely consecrated Christian girl in 
the life of America today. Upon what 
promises may we base our faith? (1 
Sam. 7:12; Psa. 125:2.) 
HITHERTO! HENCEFORTH! 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


GOD! 


we 
On Being a Good Hater 


(Continued from second page) 


things against which, in Christian moral 
indignation we have taken up arms in 
this war. We have set ourselves sternly, 
at any cost, to overthrow the brutality, 
the shameless cruelties that disgrace the 
Nazi regime and call aloud for the ven- 
geance of high Heaven. In this we are 
right. ° 

It is said that Abraham Lincoln, look- 
ing on at a slave market scene declared, 
“If ever I am in a position to hit that 
thing, I will hit it, and hit it hard.” 
What moved him to that stern resolve? 
A wholesome hatred for the brutalities 
and the inhumanities of slavery. And 
wherever cruelty and oppression are 
found, wherever great evils produce 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


needless suffering, the Christian reac- 
tion must ever be one of strong indig- 
nation, of protest, and of endeavor to 
end the triumph of wicked might, and 
entrenched wrong, over helpless right. 

But again, let us remember that we 
are not unspotted ourselves. There are 
evils in our own society that cry aloud 
for Christian protest and antagonism. 
If we had more of healthy hatred and 
less of weak compromise, the liquor 
traffic, the gambling evil, the injustice 
and inhumanity of certain forms of 
racial discrimination, great blots on our 
national life, would be greatly restricted. 

How. placidly we tolerate the growth 
of the gambling menace! ‘Before the 
war gambling had become a major in- 
dustry on this continent with 73 fac- 
tories in Chicago alone manufacturing 
gambling devices, and 250,000 citizens 
of the country helping to make, dis- 
tribute, and operate slot machines, punch 
boards, and such devices to develop the 
gambling spirit in youth. 

We tolerate the liquor evil as we do 
because we lack Christian hatred for 
wrong. So diluted has our hatred for 
the evils that go with liquor become 
that Christian restraint on the traffic has 
been greatly weakened. 

We are afraid of being thought cranks 
and fanatics, and we hide our dislike 
of crying evils. We are more concerned 
to be nice than to be wholesome in hat- 
ing wrong. We should be the salt of 
the earth, a stinging rebuke to evil, a 
preservative against its growth, but we 
prefer to be sugar rather than salt, all 
sweetness, with no stinging rebuke of 
evil about us. We are weakly amiable 
when we should be invincibly loyal to 
Christ. We fail to hate what Christ 
hates: We fear robustly to express. our 
Christian hatreds. We suppress them to 
avoid trouble. 

In’ the great revival in the Eastern 
States in 1859, Dudley A. Tyng preached 
one Sunday to a congregation of 5,000 
men from the words, “Go now, ye that 
are men and serve the Lord.” Some 
1,000 of those present were converted. 
It proved to be Tyng’s last sermon. He 
was fatally injured a few days later. A 
brother minister, George Duffield, was 
with him as he died, and asked him if he 
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had any word of farewell for his fellow 
Christian workers. Tyng replied, “Tell 
them to stand up for Jesus.” 

That reply inspired Duffield to write 
that great marching hymn of Christian 
manhood, “Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 
Should it not be our watchword today? 
God give us strength to hate all that 
Christ hates, and to stand up for Jesus 
in a wicked world. 


we 
Tires and Food,—or Whiskey ? 


(Continued from page 549) 


“Mr. ‘Speaker, the announcement by 
the War Production Board and approved 
by the administration that the Nation’s 
whiskey distilleries are to be released 
from war production so they can pro- 
duce alcohol to make between fifty and 
sixty million gallons of whiskey or gin 
is the most absurd, unreasonable, and 
unjustified thing that has come out of 
a war agency for a long time. ... 

“To make it worse, it appears the or- 
der has the approval of the War Food 
Administrator. For many months there 
has been a dire shortage of feed in this 
country. The shortage has been so acute 
we have imported grain from Canada 
free of tariff in order to provide addi- 
tional supplies of feed for our livestock 
andgpoultry. Only a few weeks ago the 
War Food Administrator was directed 
by the War Department to freeze 70,- 
000,000 bushels of corn so the Govern- 
ment could have it in the manufacture 
of airplanes. Livestock men and farmers 
throughout the country are in need of 
grain to produce poultry and beef and 
pork. In the face of all this the admin- 
istration sees fit to turn about 70,000,000 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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bushels of grain to be used for the manu- 
facture of alcoholic liquors. They say, 
of course, they are not going to use sup- 
plies of corn, but they are going to use 
approximately 70,000,000 bushels of 
wheat and rye needed right now, not 
only for feed, but also for human con- 
sumption. ... 

“Mr. Speaker, the order ought to be 
rescinded now.” 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 20 
3. “Unto One He Gave Five Talents” 
(Matt. 25:14-30) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


HE parable we are to think about 

in this week’s prayer meeting is 
similar in some respects to the Parable 
of the Pounds, found in Luke 19. The 
similarity, however, is in the fact that 
each contains certain great principles 
of Christian service. The central téach- 
ings of the two, however, are quite dif- 
ferent. 

ve 

Four simple divisions may help us to 
fix in our minds the truths in this par- 
able concerning the talents. First let 
us think about the apportionment (vs. 
14 and 15). The master who was about 
to journey into the far country divided 
his goods among his servants. It was 
not an equal division. One received 
five times as much as another and one 
received twice as much. The division 
was made according to the several abil- 
ities of the servants. No one was given 
more than his lord knew he had abil- 
ity to use. 

4 

Now notice the investment. Two of 
the servants invested the talents that 
had been entrusted to them immedi- 
ately. The word, “talent,” literally re- 
fers to a measure of weight used for 
metals, and therefore the value of the 
talent depended on whether the metal 
was silver or gold. Generally it is 
thought that the talent here referred to 
must have been equivalent to about 
$1,200 in our money, but with purchas- 
ing value of perhaps ten to twenty times 
that amount. 

Each servant, therefore, had consider- 
able capital to work with, and two of 
the servants doubled their talents be- 
fore their lord returned. The third one, 
however, merely put his lord’s money 
in a safe place and made no effort to 
invest it. He was not dishonest, and 
perhaps he was sincerely fearful of los- 
ing his lord’s money. But certainly he 
showed rio disposition to bestir himself 
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to increase the money entrusted to him, 
and he was perfectly satisfied with the 
fact that he was able to return to his 
lord just what had been entrusted to 
him. 
ve 
Next we see the reckoning. The lord 
returned and required an accounting. 
Two of the servants were able to re- 
turn to their lord twice as much as had 
been entrusted to them. The third serv- 
ant brought only what had been given 
to him, plus an excuse which accused 
his lord of hard and unfair dealings. 
b 4 
Finally, notice the rewards. The two 
faithful servants received not only the 
approval and commendation of the mas- 
ter, but were given greater responsi- 
bility and therewith greater privilege. 
Furthermore, they were invited to share 
in the joy and fellowship of their lord. 
The third servant was rebuked as 
“wicked and slothful,” showing that his 
master saw through his excuse and dis- 
cerned the real reason for his failure to 
invest his lord’s money. ‘That which 
had been entrusted to him was taken 
away and given to another to use, and 
he was shut out from the joy and fel- 
lowship that he might have had with 
his master. 
; v8 
As we have seen in the case of the 
two parables that preceded this week’s 
prayer meeting, every parable cannot 
be made to walk on four legs. There- 
fore we must not -expect this Parable 
of the Talents to teach all phases of 
Christian truth. The central theme, 
however, as seen from the circumstances 
under which the parable was told, is 


that, while the Lord Jesus is away, and 


while believers are waiting for His re- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


turn, we are to invest and multiply the 
“talents” He has entrusted to us. 

We are not to think of our “talents” 
merely as some ability or gift, such 
as the talent of music, or the talent of 
public speaking. The investment the 
Lord Jesus makes in each of us is far 
more inclusive than such things. 

The “talents” of the parable represent 
the capital that God gives us to work 
with. They include such things as our 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus, the oppor- 
tunities for Christian service that He 
sends to us, the privileges of a Christian 
home, a Christian education, of godly 
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parents, and the like, as well as our 
mental and spiritual gifts. He knows 
our ability better than we know it our- 
selves, and He does not ask of any of 
us anything beyond that ability. But 
He does expect us to use the equipment 
He has placed in our hands and to mul- 
tiply it and use it for His honor and 
glory. i 

A sobering thought for each of us is 
that the Lord Jesus will some day re- 
quire of us an accounting. It will not 
be enougk, in that day, to be able to 
say merely that we have not misused 
the investment He has entrusted to us. 
Certainly we shall be ashamed at His 
coming, and we shall suffer real loss if 
we have failed to put to use His invest- 
ment in us, and have no increase to 
bring to Him, Let us ask Him to keep 
us on the alert to seize every oppor- 
tunity for faithful service so that we, 
too, may hear His. “well done, good and 


” faithful servant.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Emmest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 

* August 14 to 20 

Mon.—Deuteronomy 18:15-22. 
The Prophet, ‘God’s Spokesman, 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord thy 
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me; unto him ye _ shall 
hearken.” God has spoken at different 
times and in various ways by His 
prophets. But Christ, the Qne of whom 
all the prophets (Moses included) spoke, 
is God’s perfect spokesman to mankind. 
The direction to all is “Hear ye him.” 
Pray for Keewahdin Bible Conference, 

near Port Huron, Mich. 


Tues.—Exodus 3:1-12. 
The Prophet Divinely Appointed. 
PrayYErR Succestions: “Come now there- 
fore, and I will send thee.” God uses 
¢hosen and willing servants to teach His 
will to people. He must have a spokes-’ 
man who will faithfully deliver His 
message if people are to hear His Word. 
All the prophets were called and chosen. 
Christ Jesus our Lord, as prophet, de- 
livered unto us fully, faithfully, and per- 
fectly every word of God needed. We 
all have His words of salvation and 
service. Pray for Kansas City Bible 
College, P. O. Box 2424, Kansas City, 
Mo., Dr. Walter L. Wilson, president. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 3:f-21, A Growing Prophet, 

Prayer Svuccestions: “And Samuel 
grew, and the Lord was with him, and 
did let none of his words fall to the 
ground.” God’s words spoken by a good 
man. of God are certainly good words 
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that will be carried here and there to 
bless whoever hears them. Samuel was 
that kind of man, and spoke clearly and 
faithfully the Word of God. In this way 
he blessed the nation and the world; and 
in this manner Christ, God’s prophet, of 
whom all prophets spoke, has blessed all 
nations. It is the Word of God that 
liveth and abideth forever that gives us 
the privilege and power to help hearts 
and souls. Pray for the American In- 
land Mountain Mission, Box 87, Corbin, 
Ky. 
Thurs.—1 Samuel 7:3-12. A Praying: Prophet. 
PRAYER SvueGEsTIONS: “Gather all Is- 
rael to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you 
unto the Lord.” A prayerless prophet 
is not God’s prophet. Only those who 
commune with God can really speak for 
God. Samuel prayed for Israel and, 
therefore, he could move Israel by his 
preaching. We, too, have to go to God 
for others: before we can go to others 
for God. Pray for the Russian Mission- 
ary Society, 1844 W. Monroe St., Chicago 
12. 


Fri.—Jeremiah 1:4-10. 
Jeremiah’s Prophetic Call. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Before I formed 
thee ...I knew thee .. . sanctified 
thee . . . ordained thee a prophet unto 
the nations.” “The word of the Lord 
came” to Jeremiah calling him to preach 
the message God wanted preached to the 
nations at that time. A Jeremiah is 
needed today. The Word of God needed 
right now is a word of Christian correc- 
tion more than a word of Christian in- 
formation. A Jeremiah may make peo- 
ple sad, but he will do them good like 
a medicine. Pray for a great preacher 
to preachers. 


Sat.—1 Kings 1%:1-7. A Reforming Prophet. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “Elijah the Tish- 
bite.” God’s man of the hour spoke 
only a few words for God, but they 
moved the nation. God’s message de- 
livered in the right way, at the right 
time, will bring the necessary resilts. 
The power of the Reformation lay in 
the Lord’s Word delivered by a man of 
God. We need local and general refor- 
mations. Whom shall God use in your 
church and community? Pray for faith- 
ful preachers in this time of need. 
Sun.—Hebrews 11:32-40, 

Prophets Mighty through Faith. 

Prayer Succestions: “The prophets: 
who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped theamouths of lions, 
quenched . ... fire, escaped’... the 
sword, ... were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens.” These things 
were accemplished “by faith.” They 
knew God, believed and: obeyed God, 
and God wrought for them. The Lord 
Jesus makes the word and works of 
His obedient servants wonderful. 
Pray for more faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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